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Holiday Arts Festival (HAF) 

On the day after Thanksgiving in 2006, MACA, the Borough’s Creative Team, held its first 

annual “Holiday Arts Festival.” Under the guidance of Anne Matlack, music director at the 

Grace Episcopal Church in Madison, MACA established relationships with seven businesses 

in Madison downtown with the intention of integrating the arts with the downtown 

businesses. HAF had a three-fold purpose: to bring attention to the arts, drive holiday 

business to the downtown merchants and to welcome the holiday spirit into the borough.  

By 2007, HAF had grown to two days — both Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving. 

Working in conjunction with the Downtown Development Commission and Madison 

Chamber of Commerce, to date, HAF now features over 40 events at 12 Madison venues 

including local stores and restaurants, area churches and the new Madison Community Arts 

Center. All concerts are free. Some featured artists include folk guitarist Dan Baldan, jazz 

pianist Jerry Vezza, acapella group, Anthology, members of the Baroque Orchestra of NJ, 

Grace Church choirs, rock bands, local dance companies, and storytellers. In coming years, 

HAF will expand with even more artistic participation with visual artists, additional local 

church choirs as well as street performers. The Holiday Festival will continue to be an 

annual event in Madison.  

In 2020, because of the pandemic, Eric Hafen, Madison’s Director of Arts & Events, a Borough 

employee, is working with the Fairleigh-Dickinson University Film Department to produce a 

virtual HAF featuring six (6) local artists recorded at the Community Arts Center then 

streamed online to various Madison Web and social media platforms and displayed on 

monitors in some storefront windows. The series is being publicized by the Borough as part 

of its 2020 Home for the Holidays campaign, which also includes the handing out of secret 

Santa gift checks to people shopping downtown between 12-3 on Saturdays in late 

November and December to coincide with a schedule of downtown entertainment 

including a brass caroling group and Celestial Singers Acapella, among others . 

 


