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NEWARK, N.J. (CBSNewYork/AP) — Smokers are going to �nd
fewer places where they can light up in New Jersey’s largest city.

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka on Thursday signed an ordinance into
law that bans smoking in city parks and recreation facilities, or
within 50 feet of municipal building entrances, exits, windows and
ventilators. First-time violators face �nes of $250.

The ordinance also includes electronic cigarettes and hookah pipes.
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Newark �rst prohibited smoking in City Hall and other public
buildings in 1991.

At Kasberger Field in the city’s North Ward, parkgoers welcomed
the smoking ban, WCBS 880’s Levon Putney reported.

Thirteen-year-old Brian Rodriguez said he would sometimes
breathe in cigarette smoking while playing soccer. Joseph Terrones,
also 13, said he would sometimes step on cigarette butts and have
to pull them from his cleats.

Evette Toledo, a volunteer coach for the Just One Neighborhood
Soccer League, said she can now point out the no-smoking sign to
anyone lighting up.

“Here’s proof you can’t smoke in a public space,” she said with a
laugh. “Put it out, and take the butt with you.”
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Newark council passes anti-smoking, foreclosure
ordinances
Updated Mar 29, 2019; Posted Oct 16, 2014

By Naomi Nix | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
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Newark's city council passed an ordinance banning smoking in public parks.

(Star-Ledger file photo)

 

NEWARK — Newark's city council unanimously passed an ordinance Wednesday that bans smoking in city

parks and recreational facilities.

The legislation expands an existing smoking ban in municipal buildings to include parks, city-owned or city-

operated cars, and community centers.

The measure also expands the definition of smoking to include electronic cigarettes and hookah, the

process of smoking flavored tobacco through pipes.
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First-time offenders will face a $250 fine, while second-time offenders face a $500 fine. Those who commit

subsequent offenses will fined at $1,000.

State lawmakers passed similar legislation in June, but it was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Chris Christie.

The city council also approved legislation proposed by the Newark mayor Ras Baraka's administration

which would allow the city to fine out-of-state creditors up to $2,500 a day for not maintaining vacant

foreclosed or abandoned properties in their possession.

Newark activist Donna Jackson said she supported the city tackling the problem of abandoned properties,

adding that officials should hire more inspectors to increase the number of violations given out.

“There are violations up the wazoo and we’re not getting the revenue because we don’t have inspectors,”

she said. "We could generate more revenue.”

Naomi Nix may be reached at nnix@njadvancemedia.com. Follow her on Twitter @nsnix87. Find NJ.com on

Facebook.

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a commission.
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Newark NJ Bans Vaping in Enclosed Public
Places

Earlier this week the City Council of Newark, a city in the US state of New Jersey,
approved a ban on public e-cigarette use, with an exemption on use in retail vape
shops.

By Diane Caruana -  August 23, 2018

Similar to the existing smoking ban, this ordinance forbids the use of electronic nicotine delivery

systems, including e-cigarettes, from all enclosed public places in the city, with the exception of
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Retail vape shops are

exempted from this ban.

Book your ad here

vape shops.

“Whereas, the health, safety, and aesthetic concerns

surrounding the use of tobacco by conventional means carry

over in many ways to the use of electronic nicotine delivery

systems, thereby warranting the regulation of such electronic

nicotine delivery systems in a substantially similar manner,” states the ordinance.

This ban was prompted by the fact that members of the public complained to the council about

exposure to secondhand vapour. Law Director Doug Sassen, pointed out that the ordinance also

prohibits vaping at outdoor areas that are adjacent to entrances and exits of enclosed public

places, in order to ensure that the vapour does not enter through doors, windows or ventilation

systems.

Last month, New Jersey’s Gov. Phil Murphy, signed a bill that will ban smoking and vaping at the

state’s public beaches and parks. This ban, which takes effect in January 2019, leaves room for

towns to implement the ban as they see fit, allowing them to designate any 15% of their beaches

or parks as smoking areas.

CDC study indicates that e-cig vapour is non-toxic

In the meantime, following extensive research released by several public health experts, all

indicating that the levels of toxins found in e-cig vapour are insignificant to our health, a study by

the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention( CDC) itself, is backing up these findings.

The CDC study, titled Evaluation of Chemical Exposures at a Vape Shop, was published on the

agency’s website, and has indicated that e-cigarette vapour contains no more formaldehyde

than the normal, everyday air found in the average American home.

Read Further: Newark Advocate.
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