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FROM YOUR MAYOR 
 

Greetings Watchung Residents, 
 
2020 will certainly be a year for the records for municipal activity in the Borough of Watchung.  Since 
January we added Charles Gunther to our Public Works leadership which has brought new vibrancy and 
energy and brightness to our community. We conducted a search for a new Borough Clerk to fill the  
position of retiring Clerk Michelle DeRocco. We thank Michelle for her 17 years of dedicated profes-
sional service and wish her good health and happiness in her retirement. We welcome our new Borough 
Clerk Edith Gil who comes to us after serving 10 years in the City of Newark Clerk’s office.  
  
Our world was presented with a challenge with the COVID 19 pandemic. The pandemic caused us to 
adjust our personal behavior and social interactions. As social beings, this has been extremely difficult.  
The love and physical social interaction we typically had was relegated to video, voice and computer 
interaction.  Unfortunately, the computer isn’t like a hug and face to face physical interaction for shar-
ing in celebrations and providing comfort in sorrows. Our condolences go out to the 14 families of the 
Watchung residents who passed as a result of COVID 19. On March 17, 2020 a Declaration of Emer-
gency was signed to address matters to protect the public health safety and welfare due to the rapidly 
evolving spread of COVID 19. This declaration promulgated regulations to protect the residents of 
Watchung.  The restrictions in compliance with Governor Murphy’s Executive Orders serve to protect 
the public and slow the spread of the virus. I commend all of our residents for their compliance, pa-
tience and understanding in working together as a Watchung family to do all we can to help and protect 
each other.  Our Watchung family of residents and businesses have come together to help each other 
and be a positive encouragement during these difficult times.  I am certain Watchung’s Governing Body 
has never had as many meetings and timely communications in its history than we have had over the 
past few month.  We have conducted 30 Council meetings since January 1 as well as numerous commit-
tee meetings to address the concerns and issues while improving the quality of life and protecting our 
residents of Watchung. We held several Budget hearings and reviewed every department to look for 
savings opportunities and approved a lean budget for 2020 and are working to obtain an AAA bond  
rating which provides advantages for our Borough.   
 
Our Recreation Committee due to COVID 19 had to unfortunately cancel many of the wonderful pro-
grams and events for the entire community, which would bring our residents together for fun and relax-
ation.  Linda Monetti and Councilman Black did however organize several new events to showcase the 
talents and gifts of our residents with a photo contest, art contests and music contest.  The 2020 summer 
camp program for our children is on hold pending NJ State approval to move forward with opening 
more activities. We are eager for continued progress to provide activities and events to bring our resi-
dents together and celebrate the great Borough of Watchung.  I have been meeting with residents one 
and one to share ideas and welcome the input and experienced help from both the residents and employ-
ees. We have also had discussions in planning a community Garden and Charitable Farm at Camp En-
deavor. 
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We conducted an exhaustive search of all properties in Watchung for the best location for the new 
Watchung library building. We entered into a memorandum of understanding with the Exempt Fire-
man’s Association to acquire their interest in the lease for the exempt property as the most suitable site 
on February 4, 2020.  The Ad Hoc committee has worked diligently with the Watchung Library  
Advisory Committee, the grant writers and architect to complete the NJ Library Grant application for 
matching funds of $2,872,000 for the new library. This is truly a once in a life time opportunity where 
the grant funds if awarded coupled with the sale for redevelopment of the old library and arts center 
properties would provide most of the needed funding for the new facility. I especially thank Amy  
Fiorilla, Stella Couchells and Nina Leach for their extraordinary work and efforts in compiling the  
information and data needed for the grant application.   
 
Our volunteers and businesses provided the materials, labor and installation of the walkway at the 9-11 
Memorial.  The brick pavers and plantings are also being installed.  Thank you Seth Alexander, PJ 
Panzarella, Robert Adams, Galbraith, and Weldon Concrete and all of the volunteers.   
 
Department of Public Works will be overseeing selected resurfacing of roads over the summer, of 
which the costs are being covered by the NJ Department of Transportation grant.  Preliminary analysis 
of the Lake sediment was performed and the plan is to perform a raking process to remove a limited 
amount of sediment to enable the deferment of dredging Watchung Lake. 
 
I introduced a pending ordinance in the best interest, welfare and safety of its residents and the general 
public to lower the speed limit on Mountain Boulevard, Valley Road, Hillcrest Road, Stirling Road, 
and Somerset Streets. I plan to meet with Somerset County officials to garner their support to adopt this 
ordinance to provide safer streets for our residents.   
 
I have had a number of discussions with our School Superintendent and look forward to more  
collaboration and shared services and assistance between the Borough, Schools and residents  
involvement.   
 
I had established regular office hours on the second Monday of each month from 7:00-9:00 pm to meet 
with residents. I have also been meeting with residents on a regular basis who have ideas and interests 
to better our community usually at 7:00am or 7:00 pm at the Mayor's office in Borough Hall. Please 
reach out with your ideas and interests to serve and volunteer within our community.  If we all work 
together for the common good our community will be greatly enriched.   
 
I thank you for the privilege and opportunity to serve as your Mayor and look forward to resuming all 
the activities and projects for the fall and winter. 
 
 
God Bless you All, 
 

 

Keith S. Balla, Mayor 



 





  
 
  

  
 
   
   

  

  





  



Dear Neighbors, 

There is nothing in Watchung history that has prepared us for the devastation caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Facing the vicissitudes of life we must remember that we will get past this 

together as a community. Due to the current situation the Texier house Museum is temporarily 

closed until further notice. Find us on Facebook for more information at TexierHouseMuseum. 

The Watchung Historical Committee preserves Watchung's history as well as documents and 

records current happenings that shape our future. Storytelling and archival documentation can 

bring solace during the most painful times. As we experience this historic time together the 

Committee seeks to share and preserve your stories through documenting life in Watchung dur-

ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

The Historical Committee wants to gather community narratives, images, records, art, and other 

forms of response to the impacts of COVID-19. How is this affecting your life, family, or busi-

ness? What are you doing during the stay-at-home order? Is there an essential employee you 

would like to recognize? We want to hear from you, be a part of history, and share your experi-

ences with the Historical Committee of Watchung. 

Ways to share your story: 

• Write: Journaling, write poetry, pen a script, notices of canceled events, etc. 
• Artwork 
• Start a video blog or speak into a recorder 
• Take photographs or video of your environment/community/life in quarantine 
• Upload records from your business that document how it responded to the crises (social 

media graphics, e-mail or mail correspondence, business announcements, etc.) 
• Save your social media posts (We encourage the donation of photographs and other 

media as file uploads, rather than as links to online posts.) 
• Physical artifacts-- signage, anything showing life during this pandemic (for now, 

please send only photos and descriptions of these) 

In gathering your thoughts and stories, please adhere to all issued safety precautions such as so-

cial distancing, to minimize the spread of COVID-19. 

Warmly, 

Amber Murad 

Chair of Historical Committee of Watchung 

To fill out a submission form please visit http://www.watchungnj.gov/historical_committee.html 

or e-mail historic@watchungnj.gov for more information. 
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