
We picked up our bucket and started putting food in it. What’s next? 

 

Food Recycling Program 

Week 1 

 

1. Continue the new routine that you have started of separating food trash from regular trash.  
Have you found it a challenge to retrain your habits? If so, you’re not alone, but please keep up the 
good work. 

 
2. Prepare for next week’s survey submission.  How?  Record the weight of your household garbage 

before you toss that bag outside. It may be helpful to have a little pad next to your scale so that you 
can track the numbers. The food recycling bucket only gets weighed once; just before taking it to 
the center. 

 
3. Complete the actual survey.  When? To avoid double-reporting of information, please complete 

the survey once a week, on the same day that you empty your bucket at the recycling center.  

Weighing & Estimating 
 

Accurate data is essential to this program, so we 
greatly appreciate everyone who told us that they 
are willing to weigh their trash and food. Please use 
your luggage or bathroom scale, to the best of your 
ability,  to obtain your weights. 
(Note:  The bucket weighs 3.3 pounds.  Please re-
member to subtract the weight of the bucket from 
your food recycling total weight.) 
 
We also accepted a small number of households 
who will be estimating their material.  For now, 
please use these formulas. A better solution for 
tracking your food recycling may be available soon. 
Estimate trash @ 1.3 lbs per person per day 
Estimate food @ 0.4 lbs per person per day 

Doing the Math 
 

Weighing your bucket 
I’m going to the center today with my bucket and 
just weighed it.  I came up with 15 pounds. What do 
I write on the survey?  15 pounds minus 3.3 pounds 
for the weight of the bucket = 11.7 pounds.  Please 
write 11.7 pounds on the survey. 
 
Weighing your trash 
Record the weight of your household garbage be-
fore you toss that bag outside.  Add up the numbers 
and record the total trash on the survey once a 
week, on the same day that you empty your bucket 
at the recycling center. (Note: Household garbage 
only. Please don’t include bulky trash.) 

3/11/21 

Survey Link (Copy and paste into your browser,  or scan the QR code) 

https://www.ridgewoodnj.net/index.php?option=com_rsform&view=rsform&formId=5 


