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—svoz ” z ”mam- Grass Clippings Will Eventually Be Removed
m: o ! from Curbside Pickup — “Cut It and Leave It!”

Grasscycling is the natural way you can have a green, healthy lawn while spending
less time and money!

Sound too good to be true? Well it isn’t. Grasscycling is not new. Many parks and golf courses have been practicing
grasscycling for years. A typical lawn of 5,000 square feet generates about 75 pounds of clippings per mowing.
Years of research have shown that by mowing frequently (5-6 times a month) and not bagging those clippings,

lawn owners can save up to 40% of the time they spend on routine lawn care!

Simple Steps for Grasscycling

Cut only the top 1/3 of the grass blade and leave the clippings on the lawn.
Mow when the grass is dry to avoid tracking and clumping.

Keep your mower blade sharp.

No special equipment is necessary. While mulching mowers are available (and do an excellent job), any conventional mower
can grasscycle — just remove the bag! In the case of rear discharge mowers, the exhaust chute must be shut off. Adapter kits or
retro-fit kits are available for your conventional mower for about $15.

oy " = Water and Fertilize Less

/ h%ﬂ. -Q“ ‘ e When grasscycling is properly done, clippings settle quickly between the growing blades of
grass, where they shelter the roots from the sun and conserve moisture. As they break down,
they release more moisture as well as nutrients into the soil. This means that the grass needs to
be watered less frequently.

e Believe it or not, clippings left on the lawn supply 1/3 or more of the nitrogen need to keep your
lawn green and healthy. Don't throw away free fertilizer with your clippings - grasscycle!

e Water in the early morning if possible. Do not over-water; too much water will cause your lawn
to develop shallow root systems. Water less frequently but deeper.

What about thatch? Tharch is an accumulation of dead roots, stems and rhizomes which are parts of the grass plant that decompose
slowly. Clippings are 95% water and are leaves of the grass plant; they decompose too quickly to contribute to thatch.

Proper mowing is the key to grasscycling. Grass should be dry and the mower blades sharp. In the fast-growing season you may
have to cut every seven days — but in the slower growing season you might only need to cut your lawn every 7-14 days. &




For More Information...
Rutgers Cooperative Extension | Or visit these web sites:

On grasscycling, lawn care
of Middlesex County

or backyard composting, The Lawn Institute

contact the following 42 Riva Avenue _
organizations: North Brunswick, NJ 08902 Wi VTG
732-398-5260 Lawn Doctor

Mlddlesex counfy www.rce.rutgers.edu www.lawndoctor.com

Lawn Care Forum

Improvement A _hority J Voo
Division of*Recyclln )3 sk Middlesex C'GU"W Division of | www.gardenweb.comvforums/iawns
55 Ed eboromogdar B 15 Solid Waste Management
g 41' 96 BOYOfd Street Master Compﬂlfer
www.mastercomposter.com

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

EosﬂBruﬁswchaN 0881 6;__ ‘
' 8 | ;
732-745-4170
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rAnd gef angreener thicker lawn. [
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Grasscycle For A

Healthier Lawn

Lawn experts at Rutgers
University and other research
centers have found that:

e Short grass clippings leff on
your lawn act as a natural
fertillzer, producing a
healthler lawn that greens
earlier in the spring and
stays green later into the fail,

o The grass clippings shelter
the tender grass roots from
the sun and conserve

' -molsfure

° Gross cllpplngs help to
rcrecn‘e ctthicker healthler
w ilown j’Prhar Is more reslstcrnt to
wee,dsfandrcencrln Iawn

( S,

'!&’Pr Mo ney Yourneed..to
wore ondfferﬂllze your“lawn far
less frequenﬂy because the
clipplngs conserve molsture
and! act as a natural fertilizer:
’rhey add clmost two pounds of
valucrble nltrogen fo every
1,000 square feet of lawn. You
will also buy fewer lawn waste
bags.

Your Town’s Money. An
average lawn creates about

one ton of clippings each year.
Municipal costs for the collection
and disposal of grass clipplings run
about $100 per ton.

1 ,--"3. .-Keep your. moWer.‘b'lode if

Curt It & LEAVE IT!

Grasscycling: Don’t bag your grass
clippings. Leave them on the lawn.

5 Tips For A Great

Looking Lawn
1. Any lawn mower will work,

but a mulching mower: [or o _

“conventional mower with'a
~mulching: attachment) will -

‘produce the best resuits. vy

2. Mow high. Remove only
rhe top 1/3 of the grass
" blade. You may mow a Iltﬂe
more frequenﬂy butyour
- overall lawn care ﬂme wII|
decrease Wy

sharp. Dull'blades tear the
grass. This produces :
ragged, brown edges fhot
invite lawn disease.

4. Water In the morning.
Water less frequently but to
a depth of one Inch..
Shallow watering leaves
your lawn susceptible fo
drought stress, disease and
Insect problems.

5. Don't overfettilize.
Grasscycled lawns need
fertilizer only once or twice
a year,

| molslure

Othe_r Uses For Grass

Use fhem c‘s mulch Put
chpIngs on 1he¥soll oround
plclnﬂngs fo reduce*weed

‘growth, moderote.soll? L r

temperature and ¢ conserve o
.';.'"’.’f,.‘. R

A IMIx fhem Ini)%@grden soll. A
'Theyradd valuable

Len’rs ond
organic mcmer' A J-}‘ :

I : |
A ) ¥eo

Add rihem to ;gurvcomposi
prle. |Make surelthe,compost
'pllenconslsrs of.ﬂ /3 grcssr

cllppings or less, or It.may eml'r
odors

NO‘I‘E For all of These uses,
avoid grass that. hos recenﬂy
been treated' whh a herbicide.
Wait until the second mowing
after freatment touse these

clippings.
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Every year in New Jersey, dozens of peo-
ple poison themselves taking care of :maaamm m_a insecticides %
their own lawns because they don't take S _ TR e
product label warnings seriously, and
they think that more is better. | _.mij.maa_- 2
tives are powerful n_._oa_nmﬁwm _.u_.u
need to use ﬁzna_mmawﬂx. ﬁﬁ.w,_ :

Too much RE:NQ _.:nm:m__qmu_a”. m«mgs MM
7w o RATE Cad:
m:a more Soi_:m cmn S n@ma:m.no ver T

Fertilize in mnvﬂnaoof, Q_#rwm_:&w

g

October or November for a :mm_E_Q

through the winter m:ﬂ .mmwmﬂ.nﬁ_._,m
roots for thick growth in the spring w

out the unwanted long mnoin: nmcmna
by spring fertilization. This means Rx,\@m_ ou :
mowings, less clippings, and less work. & P e carefi nanas tand = |I.
Don't fertilize in summer unless :mnawa; L B X

too much can kill cool-season grasses e 2 . { Cut it and leave it! ﬂ:.n _n and _mm<m it

such as fine fescues! Use fertilizer con- s
taining at least 50% controlled release _ﬁngnz.rmiz Care
nitrogen. The bag may say “wat -y
ble or WIN", “organic”, or “slow |
nitrogen. ;

= ].- . .L.lul.ur

When you cut it and leave it, 5@ :_a,own: -
from the grass clippings will add o:w,ﬁo._.
two pounds of nitrogen m.<nm18_89i ¥
thousand square feet of lawn. ,\Oc Ci
adjust the spreader mmna:m ﬂo mco_h % no

ting.




Grass clippings are a major part of zai o mu . 1t tC ur g inc . oo_ n:.m m..D__ retain water,
Jersey’s municipal solid waste stream. >m._. e iy _ _ : umaa noa_omnn_o: and
a New Jersey resident, you are m__.mmax 3

helping to avoid air pollution and immnma,

resources by recycling. You can do 308. : == s e | T mm._rf.wmml GmU.SU«o<wa by
by reducing waste at the source. Lea - Controlling \ 3 ¢ help your ng me ic. B.mm 1kr>uana organic
the grass clippings on your _mi._._.,icm: e arow at manageab vels and s - materials: make e he ....w n_m<u.ml..o__m become
you mow, and let nature ao n.:n _‘.nnw = st thy. D¢ e _ : e productive and sandy soils retain

== .}.nta,
cling. Th TV R uf

Just cut it and leave it
to save time and money

g S S R 2 time fc | Grass speeds up: o:;_.ur%Euoﬂ_:w, but
; R 3 half an inch for s soil. can. ~odc mnawmmm__mﬁ oxygen if
-ans around t n an . : mmwm:_m-o: compest
i = g A = Ik - A .
. 3 3 hat -h .m_.mmmr tum the pile
You'll save 20-25% of your time because
you won't have to stop and empty your
lawnmower bag, and you'll avoid pur-

chasing yard waste bags and hauling

oy, =

them to the curb. You'll need to fertilize -

_ i wm a.o:.ﬁ nm.&m.va..mﬁn: Thatch is
less (25%-50%), since clippings retum ) U o
nutrients to the soil. £ lﬁ. from the accumulation of dead

" and greener #th. Early morn ~ . roots and stems. The more you fertilize
W 25 wate v _ m.q__r,.uimnm?v\ocﬂ_mi: the more it grows
m:a Sn “mmﬁnq Smnn: accumulates.

Mow your [awn cortectly |

To maintain your lawn properly, mow
high and mow often, so that you only
take off about 1/3 of the length of the
grass. This will result in an attractive,
neatly trimmed lawn, and clippings will
disappear when they filter down to the
soil. Most New Jersey lawns m:o_.__n_ dn_
mowed 2%-3%" high (like the 3cm_.____
beside a golf course _“m__.,zméianm@m__x o bt < D
in summer, to shade the soil nooau the - : 1 Or ro 5 : : ehiou can. find

roots, and block weed m_.oig,..?c_n:_:w_. e { Um wmao_“ e s
e : RACY et , ension lawn care

m mu.u? too many lawn prod-
t :m F.nomm money and may

wnﬁnﬂ ﬁo evaluate prob-

>m:mc._~c_d Extension
,_ o: nxva?masnm on care

e

mowers help you do this; SQ.nﬁmm w: ; e LS e, _ _. |m1 -

clippings into fine U_nnn@ﬁ:mﬂm__? mmm% 3 : e il ks , _.s_)
down to the soil. >>o,#:m qu.éna e L5880 _
mulching Boin_.m\,m:a Yo





